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Staff Writer
Illinois’ recent budget 
approval is good news 
for Parkland’s finances, 
as the college sees a 
flow of money coming 
in from Springfield to 
make up for years of 
almost no state funding.
The budget, which 
was approved in July 
after the state legisla-
ture overrode Governor 
Bruce Rauner’s veto, 
calls for spending cuts 
of over $2 billion from 
last year. Parkland has 
already seen a 10 per-
cent decrease in state 
funding this year.
Parkland President 
Thomas Ramage says 
the approved budget is 
a welcome surprise, if 
it means that the col-
lege will actually see the 
money, which has not 
been the case in recent 
years.
“2015 was the last 
year for a normal bud-
get year,” Ramage said. 
“[In 2016 and 2017] we 
got parts and pieces of 
funding which ended 
up roughly being half 
a year’s worth of bud-
get for each of those 
two years. So, it’s like 
we had a budget cut of 
50 percent two years in 
a row, which was disas-
trous.”
State funds have 
already begun to flow 
into Parkland’s coffers, 
including money reim-
bursing absent funding 
from previous years. 
State payments are all 
“very current for the 
most part” Ramage 
says. 
“Little bits are com-
ing on a pretty regular 
basis, and other years 
it’s been an 18-month 
process to get 12 months 
of funding.”
He says the budget 
getting passed was an 
unexpected and for-
tunate event for the 
school.
“I thought it was zero 
budget until the next 
governor’s election, so 
this was a bit of a sur-
prise,” he said. “The 
stars aligned.”
Although only about 
2.5 percent of Park-
land’s budget relies on 
state funding, Ramage 
says that there would 
still be “pain” if the 
school had to suddenly 
absorb the costs of the 
state totally cutting off 
the flow of money. Park-
land’s reliance on state 
money remains rela-
tively small, but it is still 
anticipated. 
“We can survive with-
out it, but we’ll expect 
some of it to come at 
some point,” Ramage 
said.
The money from the 
state provides the col-
lege with some addi-
tional sense of financial 
security.
“We had a balanced 
budget before the state 
gave us any money,” 
Ramage said. “What this 
did was make it really 
balanced. So, we have 
a couple million dollars 
more than we anticipate 
spending this year.”
“This is the first year 
in a long, long time, that 
we’ve had some breath-
ing room.”
He says the money 
will be put in the bank 
and used to cover costs 
from previous years 
spent in the red, as well 
as serve as a ‘rainy-
day fund.’ He believes 
the new financial atmo-
sphere and budget will 
not last, however.
“I anticipate this get-
ting worse,” Ramage 
said. “This is a blip year. 
In eight months or so, 
when they start seri-
ously looking at the 
budget for next year, 
we’re going to see the 
same things that we saw 
before. We’ll have grid-
lock. There will be the 
same budget impasse 
that we had again, and it 
will be ten times worse. 
I’d bet money on it.”
Parkland’s response 
to anticipated finan-
cial woes is an ongoing 
attempt to lessen its 
dependence on state 
money and continue 
to budget funds effec-
tively.
“We’re already down 
65 net fulltime positions 
from about two years 
ago, There’s a litany of 
cuts and reductions that 
we’ve made. Some of 
that we’re adding back 
in. We were prevent-
ing or really restrict-
ing travel, we were 
not awarding sabbati-
cals, we were holding 
positions that became 
vacant for about six 
months and recouping 
that salary.”
The money from the 
state has allowed the 
college to lighten some 
of its spending restric-
tions, but it remains 
stringent on what it will 
spend money on, Ram-
age said.
“A lot of those [reduc-
tions] have eased, but 
only the things that 
are non-recurring 
expenses,” he said. “If 
we bought a computer 
this year because we 
had excess money, that’s 
fine. We’re not going to 
hire somebody that has 
a recurring cost multi-
ple years where we’re 
responsible then for 
salary and benefits for 
more than one year. 
So, any expense that is 
a multi-year expense, 
we’re really looking at 
carefully. I know we’re 
going to be in a situa-
tion [at the next budget 
impasse] and I do not 
want to fire people or 
close programs.”
He says there is lit-
tle chance for a repeat 
in coming years of last 
fall’s decision to not 
renew the contracts of 
non-tenured faculty in 
the face of a stringent 
financial situation. Eight 
faculty members were 
involuntarily separated 
from the college by a 
board of trustees vote 
in Nov. 2017.
“The likelihood of the 
state going to zero per-
manently, in terms of 
hiring funding, is not 
likely,” Ramage said. 
“We’re organized today 
from a staffing stand-
point where we could 
survive without sub-
stantial state funding.”
Other goals include 
maximizing enrollment 
in the face of a six-year 
trend of falling num-
bers of students at Park-
land, a situation that’s 
affected most schools 
nationally. However, 
Ramage believes the 
problem is cyclical in 
nature. 
“We’re about five 
percent down now in 
full time enrollments. 
Reversing that trend is 
my No. 1 goal. However, 
I don’t have any magic. 
The state and the whole 
nation [are] experienc-
ing the same thing. It’s 
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Lynette Forbis, orig-
inally from Mahomet, 
lives in a small town 
called Bondville. She 
practices and teaches 
massage therapy in 
Champaign. 
“I am an LMT, which 
is a licensed massage 
therapist, and at Park-
land College I am part-
time faculty in the mas-
sage therapy program,” 
she said. “I’ve worked 
there officially for a 
year now and it has been 
wonderful.”
Forbis started her 
career as an LMT at 
Parkland as a student. 
“This is the first year in a 
long, long time, that we’ve 
had some breathing room.”
-Thomas Ramage
Parkland President
New state budget means 
reprieve from Parkland’s funding woes
Fact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or Fiction
Fact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or FictionFact or Fiction
The Sun is the most perfectly spherical 
natural object yet observed.
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Millions of Americans gazed in won-
der through telescopes, cameras and 
disposable protective glasses Monday 
as the moon blotted out the sun in the 
first full-blown solar eclipse to sweep 
the U.S. from coast to coast in nearly 
a century.
“It was a very primal experience, 
it really was,” Julie Vigeland, of 
Portland, Oregon, said after she was 
moved to tears by the sight of the sun 
reduced to a silvery ring of light in 
Salem. “I’ve seen other really magnifi-
cent things, but there is nothing, noth-
ing like this. Absolutely nothing.”
The temperature dropped, birds 
quieted down, crickets chirped and 
the stars came out in the middle of 
the day as the line of darkness raced 
2,600 miles (4,200 kilometers) across 
the continent in about 90 minutes, 
bringing forth oohs, aahs, shouts and 
screams.
In Boise, Idaho, where the sun was 
more than 99 percent blocked, people 
clapped and whooped, and the street 
lights came on briefly, while in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, people craned their 
necks at the sky and knocked back 
longneck beers at Nudie’s Honky 
Tonk bar.
Passengers aboard a cruise ship in 
the Caribbean watched it unfold as 
Bonnie Tyler sang her 1983 hit “Total 
Eclipse of the Heart.”
At the Nashville Zoo, the giraffes 
started running around crazily in cir-
cles when darkness fell, and the fla-
mingos huddled together, though zoo-
keepers aid it wasn’t clear whether it 
was the eclipse or the noisy, cheering 
crowd that spooked them.
Several minor-league baseball 
teams — one of them, South Caroli-
na’s Columbia Fireflies, outfitted for 
the day in glow-in-the-dark jerseys — 
briefly suspended play.
At the White House, despite all the 
warnings from experts about the risk 
of eye damage, President Donald 
Trump took off his eclipse glasses and 
looked directly at the sun.
It was the most-observed and most-
photographed eclipse in history, with 
many Americans staking out prime 
viewing spots and settling onto blan-
kets and lawn chairs to watch, espe-
cially along the path of totality — the 
line of deep shadow created when the 
sun is completely obscured except for 
the ring of light known as the corona.
The shadow — a corridor just 60 to 
70 miles (96 to 113 kilometers) wide — 
came ashore in Oregon and then trav-
eled diagonally across the Midwest to 
South Carolina, with darkness from 
the totality lasting only about two to 
three wondrous minutes in any one 
spot.
The rest of North America was 
treated to a partial eclipse, as were 
Central America and the top of South 
America.
With 200 million people within a 
day’s drive from the path of total-
ity, towns and parks saw big crowds. 
Skies were clear along most of the 
route, to the relief of those who feared 
cloud cover would spoil this once-in-a-
lifetime moment.
NASA reported 4.4 million people 
were watching its TV coverage mid-
way through the eclipse, the biggest 
livestream event in the space agen-
cy’s history.
“It can be religious. It makes you 
feel insignificant, like you’re just a 
speck in the whole scheme of things,” 
said veteran eclipse-watcher Mike 
O’Leary of San Diego, who set up his 
camera along with among hundreds 
of other amateur astronomers gath-
ered in Casper, Wyoming.
John Hays drove up from Bishop, 
California, for the total eclipse in 
Salem, Oregon, and said the experi-
ence will stay with him forever.
“That silvery ring is so hypnotic and 
mesmerizing, it does remind you of 
wizardry or like magic,” he said.
More than one parent was 
amazed to see teenagers actually 
look up from their cellphones.
Matt Nagy, of Laramie, Wyo-
ming, said that the eclipse made 
him “whoop and holler” and that 
even his two teenage daughters 
were impressed: “It takes a lot 
to get a teenager excited about 
something.”
Astronomers were giddy with 
excitement. A solar eclipse is 
considered one of the grandest of 
cosmic spectacles.
NASA solar physicist Alex 
Young said the last time earth-
lings had a connection like this 
to the heavens was during man’s first 
flight to the moon, on Apollo 8 in 1968. 
The first, famous Earthrise photo 
came from that mission and, like this 
eclipse, showed us “we are part of 
something bigger.”
NASA’s acting administrator, Rob-
ert Lightfoot, watched with delight 
from a plane flying over the Oregon 
coast and joked about the NASA offi-
cial next to him: “I’m about to fight 
this man for a window seat.”
Hoping to learn more about the 
sun’s composition and activity, NASA 
and other scientists watched and ana-
lyzed from telescopes on the ground 
and in orbit, the International Space 
Station, airplanes and scores of high-
altitude balloons beaming back live 
video.
Citizen scientists monitored animal 
and plant behavior as day turned into 
twilight. About 7,000 people streamed 
into the Nashville Zoo just to watch 
the animals’ reaction and noticed how 
they got noisier as it got darker.
The Earth, moon and sun line up 
perfectly every one to three years, 
briefly turning day into night for a 
sliver of the planet. But these sights 
normally are in no man’s land, like the 
vast Pacific or Earth’s poles. This is 
the first eclipse of the social media era 
to pass through such a heavily popu-
lated area.
The moon hasn’t thrown this much 
shade at the U.S. since 1918, during 
the nation’s last coast-to-coast total 
eclipse. The last total solar eclipse 
on the U.S. was in 1979, but only five 
states in the Northwest experienced 
total darkness.
The next total solar eclipse in the 
U.S. will be in 2024. The next coast-to-
coast one will not be until 2045.
The path of totality passed through 
14 states, entering near Lincoln City, 
Oregon, at 1:16 p.m. EDT, moving 
over Casper, Wyoming; Carbondale, 
Illinois; and Nashville, Tennessee, and 
then exiting near Charleston, South 
Carolina, at 2:47 p.m. EDT.
Shawnee National Forest in south-
ern Illinois saw the longest stretch of 
darkness: 2 minutes and 44 seconds.
Kim Kniseley drove overnight from 
Roanoke, Virginia, arriving in Mad-
isonville, Tennessee, before dawn to 
get a parking spot at Kefauver Park.
He said he could have stayed home 
in Roanoke and seen a partial eclipse 
of 90 percent, but that would have 
been like “going to a rock concert and 
you’re standing in the parking lot.”
SCIENCE
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Americans are dazzled as 
eclipse turns day into night 
Photo provided  by Doyle Slifer
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Parkland Theater hosts open 
auditions for upcoming plays
EvyJo Compton
Staff Writer
On Aug. 26, Parkland Theatre will 
hold open auditions for two plays, 
“The Crucible” and “Much Ado About 
Nothing,” which together are looking 
to fill 32 positions.
Interim Artistic Director Brian 
Morgan says that “The Crucible” is 
looking for 10 men and 10 women, 
14 or older, while “Much Ado About 
Nothing” is looking for 12 actors, not 
gender specific.
For “The Crucible,” actors can go 
to the theatre’s website and pick out 
a reading from one of the sides listed. 
For “Much Ado About Nothing,” stu-
dents should bring their own mono-
logue, otherwise one will be provided 
at the auditions. There are no appoint-
ments necessary.
“When people come in [they] will 
sign up and fill out an audition form,” 
Morgan said. “When it is that person’s 
turn to audition, they will be directed 
to the appropriate theater to audition 
for whichever play they are inter-
ested in.”
Though the number of people who 
audition changes each year, the the-
ater is hopeful for a good turnout.
“We hope [that] 40 to 60 community 
members or students come out, the 
more the better,” he says.
The two plays are old, but very well-
known. They are by two different 
authors and offer a lot for the actors 
as well as the audience.
“‘The Crucible’ is directed by Mat-
thew Green,” Morgan said. “[It is] a 
modern adaptation of a classic Ameri-
can drama based on the 1692-93 Salem 
witch trials, ‘The Crucible’ was writ-
ten as a reflection on Arthur Mill-
er’s own harrowing experience with 
McCarthyism in the 1950’s. The Com-
munist “witch hunt” of that era paral-
lels the fear, ignorance, and paranoia 
that prevailed in the witch trials of the 
17th century. The play shows that it is 
heroism in the face of injustice that 
brings hope and redemption.”
“‘Much Ado About Nothing’ is 
directed by B.J. Gailey,” Morgan said. 
“[It is] one of Shakespeare’s most 
beloved comedies, ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ deftly combines humor 
with wit and insight. Rich character-
izations and relationships entertain; 
mistaken identities delight; political 
deceit and misplaced honor nearly 
thwart the good, and love, in the end, 
conquers all.”
Once those who have auditioned 
have been chosen and callbacks have 
taken place, it will be time to start 
rehearsing. Being a part of a play is no 
easy job; instead it takes a lot of com-
mitment, patience, and time.
“[It will take] countless [hours], but 
the rehearsal process is typically four 
to six weeks long plus all of the show 
prep,” Morgan said.
“The Crucible” will show Sept. 28–
Oct. 8 while “Much Ado About Noth-
ing” will show Nov. 9–19.
Auditions will be held from 9 a.m.–
12 p.m. and callbacks will be Aug. 27 
at 6 p.m. for “The Crucible” and 6:30 
p.m. for “Much Ado About Nothing.”
If you have any questions about 
auditioning or reserving tickets, 
please visit parkland.edu/theatre or 
call 217-351-252.
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FACT: The Sun is 865 thousand miles in diameter, yet the 
difference between its equatorial diameter (west to east) 
and polar diameter (north to south) is only about 6 miles. 
If the Sun was to be scaled down to the size of a beach 
ball, this difference would be less than the width of a 
human hair.
just the way things go—it’s econom-
ics.”
Efforts to combat that trend include 
working to draw in students from out-
side the Parkland College district, 
including possible prospects from 
Chicago with programs like aviation 
and others. Ramage hopes enroll-
ments in these various unique pro-
grams could add up.
Ramage’s outlook for the future of 
the state’s financial planning contrasts 
his views of Parkland’s own. He’s still 
“extraordinarily confident” that Park-
land will persevere in the inevitable 
hard times.
“I’m very, very confident,” he says. 
“If all the money in the state that has 
been spent on higher education were 
to go away, we would be among the 
last standing [colleges]. Today it’s 2.5 
percent of our budget, so if all the 
state money went away right now, 2.5 
percent is pretty easy to absorb. The 
rest of our income comes from stu-
dent tuition and property taxes and 
those are pretty stable.”
Ramage believes that, if necessary, 
Parkland could be sustainable without 
the state budget.
“We would have pain, but no prob-
lem fiscally getting to the point 
where we’re self-sustaining on just 
tuition and property taxes,” he said. 
“It wouldn’t be fun—there would be 
fewer of us is what I’m saying—but 
we would certainly survive. […] You 
probably wouldn’t see any program 
cuts.”
Daniel Craig, back as 
Bond, keeps 007 fans on edge
Jake Coyle
AP Film Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Daniel Craig’s 
007-era will die another day.
After months of gossip and denials, 
Craig on Tuesday night confirmed to 
Stephen Colbert on the “Late Show” 
that he will indeed return for another 
James Bond movie. The yet-titled film 
is due out November 2019.
“We’ve just been trying to figure 
things out,” Craig told Colbert. “I 
always wanted to. I needed a break.”
The 49-year-old actor’s steward-
ship of James Bond has spanned four 
films — and now will go for a fifth — 
but it has generated enough rumors 
to power the kind of doomsday device 
Bond is usually trying to stop.
Craig’s time as Bond has been dis-
tinguished. His “Skyfall” remains a 
high-point in both dollars and quality 
for the 55-year-olf franchise. His last 
one, 2015’s “Spectre,” grossed $880 
million worldwide. Most consider 
him a terrific Bond who has raised 
the bar for the franchise, and his offi-
cial return was greeted warmly on 
Wednesday.
But the Craig-era, far more than 
its predecessors, has been charac-
terized by a steady supply of Bond 
drama. Rumors and debates over who 
should be the next 007 have been non-
stop for years, as has Craig’s frequent 
hints about call-
ing it quits. In 2015, 
he famously said 
he’d rather “slash 
my wrists” than 
make another Bond 
movie, a comment 
he later explained 
as a kind of joke 
from the fatigue 
of just completing 
one.
Yet even while 
Craig keeps don-
ning the tux, the 
next-Bond handi-
capping has been 
a year-round business. Tom Hardy, 
Tom Hiddleston, Jack Huston and Riz 
Ahmed are just some of the actors 
who have been linked to the role — 
some of them for the better part of 
the decade.
Others have lobbied for a female 
007, like Charlize Theron . Idris Elba 
has been a favorite for at least two 
years, going to back to when Bond 
author Anthony Horowitz suggested 
he was “too street” for the part.
The meetings of producer Barbara 
Broccoli are spied on as if they con-
cern national security. In a way, they 
do. Bond is a nation-state of its own, 
with more than $7 billion in box-office 
revenues alone. And that’s a heavy 
burden for any actor to bear.
Craig’s constant dance with Bond 
has very possibly been a smart strat-
egy to deflect some of that pressure. 
He has, perhaps more than anyone 
since Sean Connery, eluded being 
completely defined by 007. Last year 
he did “Othello” off-Broadway with 
David Oyelowo. He gives a comic 
turn in Steven Soderbergh’s “Logan 
Lucky,” out Friday.
It’s as though Craig has always 
wanted his future with James Bond a 
little up in the air — shaken, if you like 
— so as to avoid the stasis that could 
set in for a decades-old franchise 
now preparing its 25th films. Craig 
acknowledged on Colbert that his 
return had been settled months ago, 
meaning he was evading questions 
about Bond as recently as that morn-
ing when he told a Boston radio sta-
tion that “no decision has been made.”
And even as he confirmed he was 
returning, Craig suggested it will be 
his last one.
“I think this is it,” he said. “I just 
want to go out on a high note.”
Though many surely will, don’t bet 
on it. Or to put it another way: Never 
say never again.
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British actor Daniel Craig announced he [is] returning 
to cars, cocktails and camera pens to play James 
Bond in the franchise’s next film, due out in 2019.
Ivan Moreno
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MILWAUKEE (AP) — One of two 
Wisconsin girls charged with repeat-
edly stabbing a classmate to impress 
the fictitious horror character Slen-
der Man pleaded guilty Monday, but 
she still faces a trial in the case next 
month focused on her mental health.
Anissa Weier, 15, pleaded guilty to 
attempted second-degree homicide as 
a party to a crime, with use of a deadly 
weapon. She initially faced a charge 
of attempted first-degree intentional 
homicide in the 2014 attack on Payton 
Leutner in park in Waukesha, a city 
west of Milwaukee.
Weier spoke at length during the 
hearing, telling Waukesha County 
Circuit Judge Michael O. Bohren that 
she understood her plea and its rami-
fications. She also explained her moti-
vation for participating in her class-
mate’s stabbing.
“I believed that if I didn’t go through 
with it, Slender Man would come and 
attack and kill myself, my friends and 
my family. Those I cared about the 
most,” she said.
The plea means her trial next month 
will look only at whether she is legally 
responsible for the crime or not guilty 
because of mental illness. She could 
face 10 years in prison if she’s found 
guilty. If not, she’ll spend three years 
in a mental hospital.
Prosecutors allege she and her co-
defendant, Morgan Geyser, stabbed 
Leutner 19 times in a wooded area 
following a sleepover, then left her. 
The girls planned to walk hundreds of 
miles north to meet Slender Man in a 
forest. Both suspects were 12 at the 
time of the attack.
Leutner was able to crawl out of the 
woods in the park to a path where she 
was found by a bicyclist.
Bohren questioned Weier about the 
attack. He asked her to describe what 
happened to ensure she understood 
her guilty plea.
Weier told the judge she didn’t want 
to harm Leutner. She said she told 
Geyser she couldn’t stab her.
“I told her that I couldn’t do it,” 
Weier said, adding that her co-defen-
dant “asked me whether or not she 
should do it” when they were in the 
woods.
“And I just wanted it to be over with 
so I said, ‘Go do what you have to do,’ 
and Peyton was then hurt,” Weier said.
“How was she hurt?” the judge 
asked.
“Morgan (Geyser) jumped on top 
of her and stabbed her repeatedly,” 
Weier said.
Hours after Weier’s plea, Geyser 
also was in court Monday for a sta-
tus hearing that focused on sched-
uling issues before her Oct. 16 trial. 
She has pleaded not guilty by reason 
of mental disease to attempted homi-
cide charges in adult court. Weier ini-
tially entered the same plea.
Geyser’s attorney, Anthony Cotton, 
said Monday that he and his client 
plan to proceed to trial. He declined 
comment on Weier’s plea, saying it 
would be inappropriate to do so.
Cotton said he and his team have 
been holding mock trials weekly.
“We have continued to gather cru-
cial information from the focus 
groups we’ve been convening repeat-
edly,” he said, adding that they “are 
confident in our approach.”
Slender Man started with an online 
post in 2009, as a mysterious specter 
photo-shopped into everyday images 
of children at play. He is typically 
depicted as a spidery figure in a black 
suit with a featureless white face. He 
was regarded by his devotees as alter-
nately a sinister force and an aveng-
ing angel.
The Wisconsin case is the subject 
of the HBO documentary, “Beware 
the Slenderman.” The film exam-
ines how children can become easily 
drawn into beliefs spread through the 
Internet.
Page 4    |   Wednesday, August 23, 2017 thePROSPECTUS  |   www.prospectusnews.com
NATIONAL
Photo by Michael Sears | Milwaukee Journal - Sentinel via AP
In a Monday, Feb. 20, 2017 file photo, Anissa Weier, 15, appears in 
court in Waukesha, Wis. Weier, one of two Wisconsin girls charged 
with repeatedly stabbing a classmate to impress the fictitious horror 
character Slender Man, pleaded guilty Monday, Aug. 21, 2017, to 
attempted second-degree homicide as a party to a crime, with use 
of a deadly weapon. She initially faced a charge of attempted first-
degree intentional homicide in the 2014 attack on Payton Leutner in 
Waukesha, a city west of Milwaukee.
“The massage program—that was a 
dream come true,” she said.
The massage program is not where 
she started, though. She began by 
studying kinesiology. 
“I started off as a student [at] Park-
land College in the kinesiology pro-
gram,” she said. “[I] wanted to further 
something into muscles and anatomy 
and I didn’t want to work in retail or 
in the bars or anything anymore, so I 
decided to go into athletic training.”
Athletic training proved to take 
her away from home too much so she 
decided to start the massage program. 
“I wanted a position where I was at 
home more often and made my own 
schedule,” she said. “So I decided I 
wanted to go into massage because 
it hit the anatomy that I enjoyed so 
much but also it was a year program 
that I could finish and start my own 
business right away…”
“Where else can you go to school for 
a year, turn around, get certified, and 
make $60 an hour.” 
Less than a year after graduating, 
she started her business, A Tension 
Muscle Therapy. 
“I started it basically when I fin-
ished my schooling at Parkland and 
took my state test to get licensed. It 
was a couple years ago.”
She did not go looking to teach mas-
sage, and says the transition into 
teaching has taken some getting used 
to. 
“I’m not a student anymore and 
that was a really hard transition for 
me because I love being a student. I 
love learning new things. I love tak-
ing classes.”
She found herself drawn in though 
by former director from the massage 
program Tamala Everett. 
“I got a call from my director my 
first year out of school,” Forbis said. 
“She wanted me to come in and speak 
to the students and give a presenta-
tion on how I started my business…
Then she asked me to come in another 
time and…demonstrate some differ-
ent modalities that I had used.”
After she had demonstrated modal-
ities, which are different types of 
massage, she got a call from Everette 
asking if she would like to teach an 
anatomy class with the massage pro-
gram.
“Then, one day I just received a 
phone call,” she said. “Of course I 
accepted because it was an amazing 
opportunity.”
One reason the opportunity was so 
nice for her is because teaching is 
something that has always been a part 
of her life. 
“I come from a long line of teach-
ers. My dad was a teacher; my grand-
father was a principal; my grand-
mother was a teacher. I come from a 
long line of teachers and I was really 
excited and accepted.”
She herself has also been a teacher 
most of her life, if not officially, as a 
corporate trainer and in management 
in her past jobs.
“I think I’ve always been a teacher, 
even before I was officially a teacher,” 
she said. 
The first Parkland class she taught 
was a special massage-centered anat-
omy class.
“It is a massage based anatomy 
class. So, it’s not going to be like the 
anatomy physiology class. It’s more 
based on insertion and origin of mus-
cles and the directions they flow 
through the body and then also their 
actions…I taught pathology in the 
spring. The pathology was also spe-
cific to massage.”
She continued teaching in the sum-
mer, teaching a short class about the 
business side of being an LMT.
“I taught business over the sum-
mer,” she said. “That’s a four-week 
class, super-fast paced, really nice.”
She is also working on creating a 
class of her own to become an elec-
tive in the massage program.
“Then, there’s the class that I 
am trying to create which will be a 
strength and stretching class. [It] will 
help our future therapists learn how 
to help their clients beyond massage 
and beyond the table. So, if they are 
constantly coming in with a muscle 
that’s seizing up all the time or tens-
ing up on them, they can teach them 
different stretches to do morning or 
evening.”
One thing she enjoys about the mas-
sage program is how small it is. 
“The nice thing is you’re with the 
same students all the time so you 
really get a family going and every-
body helps everybody,” she said. “I’m 
getting ready to see my first set of stu-
dents graduate from the program and 
it’s really sad to see them go because 
I feel like we just started, but it’s won-
derful at the same time to watch them 
go out on their own.”
Outside of her professional life, she 
enjoys spending time with her family.
“I am a mother—a wife and a 
mother,” she said. “I have two kids. 
My son is actually getting ready to go 
to Parkland College, so that’s exciting. 
I have a two-year-old as well.” 
She also trains in two types of mar-
tial arts.
“[I] train in Brazilian Ju-jitsu and 
Jeet Kune Do,” she said. “It’s Bruce 
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Lee’s form of fighting…It’s twice a 
week. It helps relax me.”
She has been training for years, 
with a small break in training when 
her daughter was born.
“I started in 2012 actually, so five 
years [ago],” she said. “I’m a blue 
belt in Brazilian Ju-jitsu and I can’t 
remember [what] I am in JKD…It’s 
white belt, then blue, purple, brown 
and black. So there aren’t a whole lot 
of belts. It takes years to move from 
belt to belt.”
Forbis says she loves teaching mas-
sage at Parkland. 
“I don’t think I would want to teach 
anything else.”
Teen pleads guilty to lesser 
charge in Slender Man attack 
